
The Problem 
 For much of its life the Dome roof has leaked, particularly 
during heavy summer rains, but even more so in the freeze and 
thaw of winter.  In 2009 a large water stain appeared on the inside 
of the Northern wall, next to the library door.  While some fancied 
its resemblance to the statues of Easter Island, it pointed to the 
perennial issue of leakage.  Any visitor can view the intricate water 
marks on the surfaces of the geometric beams and plywood 
sheathing above, evidence of the countless years of water damage. 

Patches and fixes have been nearly continuous since the roof was completed, 
but no one knows with certainty if the dome has ever been completely re-
roofed.  The current asphalt shingles, shabby and worn, are the cheapest 
roofing product available, designed for a 15-year lifespan, further shortened in 
Lama's freeze/thaw, high sun, high wind climate.  The skylights, the root of most 
of the leaks, were probably never designed to be completely waterproof, and 
the glass panes in each of the eight lower diamond windows are cracked.  New 
supports, flashing and water sealing are needed at each window to properly seal 
out the rain and snow, and several sections of plywood, so obviously water 
stained, need to be replaced. 

 Last summer the current 
resident circle, with the support of the 
trustees, began researching the 
possibility of replacing the Dome roof 
in entirety. Many old Beans and knowledgeable 
sources were consulted.  Dozens of roofers were 
contacted, but relatively few showed interest in such 
a complex roof in such a remote location.  We quickly 
learned that Lama's savings are insufficient for a 
complete renovation.  One roofer, the husband of one 
of Lama’s summer program leaders, took a long look 
at the roof and has given us some preliminary 
estimates in order to understand the scope of the 
work.  These numbers are not a firm bid, but are good 
benchmarks for what we expect the work to cost. 

The Solution  

   Tear off and removal of debris $  15,000. 
   Replace damaged plywood  $    9,000. 
   Replace skylights   $    7,500. 
   Snow and ice shield   $    6,900. 
   Roofing with Aluminum Shingles $  61,600. 
 (actually 50+ year lifespan) 
   Total Cost    $100,000. 
 
   Total capital raised to date  $     6,232. 
 
   Capital still needed    $  93,768. 
 

Please Help! 

Send donations to: Lama Foundation 
   PO Box 782 
   Taos, NM 87571-0782 
Donate on our website using PayPal, or call 
with your Visa or MasterCard donation. 

www.lamafoundation.org 

Thank you! 

44+ 

More 

     Lama Foundation is a community of diverse members and 
resources.  It cannot succeed without the love, care and 
support from each of you and from all of us.  If you are able to 
support this project now, through financial support, time, skill 
or intention - thank you, and if not - please know that you will 
always remain in our collected hearts.  We are grateful! 

If you are able to contribute time, skill, or knowledge to this work, please contact  
Joe Brodnik at joe@lamafoundation.org or 575-586-1269 

http://www.lamafoundation.org
mailto:joe@lamafoundation.org?subject=Dome%20Flyer


“He has granted them a natural talent for all craftsman-

ship...to devise plans, to form materials, to brocade and em-

broider patterns, to do carpentry and other skilled work.” 

Exodus 35:31-5 

 For many, the Dome is the Lama Foundation.  It is the spiritual center, the 
pilgrimage site, and the icon of this glorious community in the mountains.  When the 
Hondo Fire came through on May 5, 1996, the residents and community decided to 
stay and rebuild largely because the Dome survived unscathed.  Had it too disappeared in those dark 
billowing clouds of ash and soot, the impetus to stay, to work, and to build a conscious, spiritual 
community may have gone up in smoke with the rest of the forest.  But, when the residents returned 
after the fire, amidst all the grief and loss - there was the beloved Dome. 

 

Preserve the Dome with a roof that will 
last 44+ more years. 

 

Please, 
if you have had one special moment in 

the Dome or want to help, consider 
donating to preserve this blessed space. 

 

Give from your heart for 44 more. 

What is your piece of the Dome?  

 If you have stories or anecdotes, we would 
love to hear them. 

44 years of: 
 

Praying, dancing, chanting, singing, meditating, 
drumming, thinking, playing, feeling, teaching, 
sharing, sitting, meeting, learning, celebrating, 
wedding, performing, understanding, listening… 

 

44 years of: 
 

Love, tears, laughter, sorrow, insight, 
hope, peace, renewal, spirit, fear, trust, 

wonder, exasperation, awakening, 
anger, compassion, surprise, 

connection, song, heartfelt joy… 
 

44 years of: 
 

Leaks!  It is time for a new roof. 

44+ 

More 

Preserve the Dome 

Preserve the Dream 

Lama Foundation Dome   1967 - ? 

L A M A  F O U N D A T I O N  
PO Box 240 Å San Cristobal, NM 87564-0240 
575-586-1269 Å dome@lamafoundation.org  
www.lamafoundation.org 

Updated figures 

as of 9/30/2011 

Cost of Dome Roof Project $100,000. 
  

  Capital raised to date    $21,529. 
 

   Capital still needed   $  78,471. 

Thank you! 

DONATE NOW   

Return to Lama Foundation Home Page 

mailto:dome@lamafoundation.org?subject=Dome%20Flyer2
http://www.lamafoundation.org
http://www.lamafoundation.org/donate_buttons.htm
http://www.lamafoundation.org

